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stones, animal sacrifice and so on. On the other, we have the
Hinduism of* the Gita, the Upanishads and Patanjali's Yogasutra
which is the acme of ahimsa and oneness of all creation, pure
worship of one immanent, formless, imperishable God. Ahimsa
which to me is the chief glory -of Hinduism has been
sought to be explained away by our people as being meant for
sannyasis only. I do ,not share that view. I have held that it
is the way of life and India has to show it to the world. Where
do I stand ? Do I represent this ahimsa in my person ? If I
do, then 'deceit and hatred that poison the atmosphere should
dissolve. It is only by going into isolation from my companions,
those on whose help I have relied all along, and standing on my
own crutches that I shall find my bearings and also test my faith
in God."
To Sevagram Ashram people he wrote:
" I am afraid you must give up all hope of my early return-
ing or returning at all to the Ashram. The same applies to
my companions. It is a herculean task that faces me. I am
being tested. Is the Satyagraha of my conception a weapon of the
weak or really that of the str'ong ? I must either realize the
latter or lay down my life in the attempt to attain it. That is
my quest. In pursuit of it I have come to bury myself in this "
devastated village. His will be done."
On the 20th Gandhiji broke up his camp at Kazirkhil,
Columbus-like, to face the dark unknown, accompanied only
by his stenotypist, Shri Parsuram and Prof. Nirmal Kumar Bose,
his Bengali interpreter. Before embarking the little group
round him held a short prayerx when his favourite hymn
" Vaishnava jana to tene kahiye " was sung. Many voices were
husky, many eyes dim with tears as the tiny country boat
bearing him disappeared' beyond the bridge, in the direction of
Shrirampur.
Following ,upon his departure the members of his party
dispersed themselves one by one in various appointed places.
Kazirkhil, 24-ll~'46
Harijan, 8-12-1946